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Designation of Unique Reservoir Sites:
What Does It Mean?

• Designation means a state agency or political 
subdivision cannot obtain a fee title or 
easement that would significantly prevent 
reservoir construction on a designated sitereservoir construction on a designated site

• Designation expires on Sept. 1, 2015, unless 
project sponsor votes to commit funds 
necessary to construct the project or files 
applications for permits



Designation of Unique Reservoir Sites: 
Landowner Impact

• Landowner can’t enter 
into easement or title 
agreement that could 
impede constructionimpede construction

• After land acquired, 
former owner can 
lease property for 
agricultural use until 
construction begins



Lessening the Impact of Mitigation

• Water providers will pursue alternative 
mitigation sites subject to regulatory approval

• Water providers, if allowed, will contract with • Water providers, if allowed, will contract with 
property owners outside of the reservoir site 
to obtain an easement instead of fee simple 
title



Study Commission on
Region C Water Supply

Region C Members:
– Senator Florence Shapiro 
– Representative Jody Laubenberg 
– Jim Parks, Region C Regional Water Planning 

Group ChairGroup Chair
Region D Members:

– Representative Stephen Frost 
– Tom Duckert, Environmental Health & Safety 

Manager, International Paper 
– Richard LeTourneau, Region D Regional Water 

Planning Group Vice-Chair



Study Commission Charges

• Review water supply alternatives
• Analyze socioeconomic effect on area where 

water supply is located 
• Review additional conservation and reuse • Review additional conservation and reuse 

measures
• Evaluate measures to comply with mitigation 

requirements of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers 



Study Commission Charges, 
Continued

• Consider if mitigation burden may be shared 
by Regions C and D 

• Review innovative methods of compensation 
• Evaluate minimum number of surface acres • Evaluate minimum number of surface acres 

required for reservoir construction 
• Identify locations of proposed reservoir sites 

and proposed mitigation sites



Study Commission Activities

• Several meetings held
• Bylaws adopted
• Consultant selected; negotiating scope of 

workwork



Designation of Unique Reservoir Sites



Reservoir Development:
A Possible 40-year Timeline
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