
The Challenges Ahead: 
Confronting Our Region’s 

Water Realities

Mary Suhm, City Manager
City of DallasCity of Dallas



Overarching Challenges 
for North Texas

• Keeping pace with rapid population 
growth

• Combating myths and 
misconceptions



Region C –
At a glance
• Covers 16 

counties in and 
around 
Metroplex

• Serves 25% of • Serves 25% of 
Texas population

• Wholesale 
providers supply 
90% of water 
used by area 
cities









Socioeconomic Impacts of an 
Inadequate Water Supply

2060 projections: 
• Population reduced by 

one million (7%) 
• Employment off by • Employment off by 

700,000 jobs (17%)
• Income shrinks by 

$58.8 billion (21%)

Lake Benbrook during 2005-06 drought
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