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WATER SUPPLIES AND CHROMIUM
NTMWD Treated Water Meets or Exceeds State and Federal 
Drinking Water Standards 
Water quality is paramount for North Texas Municipal District (NTMWD) as 
the wholesale treated water provider for more than 1.6 million consumers. The 
NTMWD Board of Directors and staff remain committed to ensuring our drinking 
water provided meets all regulatory requirements. 

Water quality has and should continue to be studied diligently by the scientifi c 
community to ensure that consumer health remains protected. NTMWD is 
required to produce potable water that meets or exceeds the safe drinking water 
standards and guidelines established by state and federal agencies, including for 
chromium.

Following are some Frequently Asked Questions and answers about chromium:

With the recent news of chromium VI in water supplies, is my water 
safe to drink?
Yes, water provided by NTMWD is safe for human use and consumption.

What is chromium?
Chromium is a naturally occurring metal common in the earth’s crust. There are 
multiple forms of chromium, and one form, called chromium‐3, is actually a 
required nutrient for human health, in the right amount.

Where does chromium in drinking water come from?
Chromium in water occurs naturally in levels that could come from rocks or 
soil, and are usually at levels well below the federal standard for drinking 
water. Human activities such as industrial processes can lead to higher levels of 
chromium in drinking water.  

What is hexavalent chromium, chromium VI?
Another form of chromium is chromium‐6 which is also known as hexavalent 
chromium. Chromium‐6 compounds are used widely in industrial applications 
like steel production, textile dye production, wood preserving, and leather 
tanning.
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CHROMIUM IN WATER SUPPLIES: 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Why is chromium in drinking water a concern?
Concern has been raised about the potential hazards related to ingestion of chromium‐6 in drinking water 
from a study that suggested chromium‐6 may be a human carcinogen if ingested. It is a known human 
carcinogen when inhaled; the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the federal regulatory agency for 
safe drinking water, is currently investigating whether it is also a human carcinogen when ingested. This 
investigation will aid in determining whether a new drinking water standard is needed for chromium‐6 versus 
the existing limit for total chromium. Federal drinking water standards currently limit hexavalent chromium in 
drinking water by limiting the total amount of chromium that can be in water.

Federal drinking water standards currently limit hexavalent chromium in drinking water by limiting the total 
amount of chromium that can be in water.

What is the regulated standard for chromium levels in drinking water?
The EPA has set a chromium limit of 100 ppb (parts per billion) based on 2001 regulations for total 
chromium. Currently, there is no federal Maximum Contaminant Levels, or MCL, specifi c to the hexavalent 
form of chromium. In 2014, California became the only state to establish a MCL for chromium-6 which is 
set at 10 ppb. Chromium-6 is federally regulated in drinking water through the establishment of a Total 
Chromium MCL (Chromium-6 is one of the forms of chromium making up Total Chromium). In California, the 
Total Chromium MCL is 50 ppb, while the federal MCL is 100 ppb.

Where can I view NTMWD water quality information?
The NTMWD performs regular monitoring of the untreated and treated water for multiple constituents 
including chromium concentrations. NTMWD laboratory analyses and results for water quality can be 
viewed on the NTMWD web site by linking to “Water Quality Reports” located on the NTMWD website, 
https://www.ntmwd.com/water-quality-reports/. Included is a Table of Levels (Maximum Contaminant 
Levels, or MCLs) that have been established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). If the constituent 
noted is below that limit the EPA, after numerous scientifi c studies, considers it to be of minimal concern 
to human health. Chromium is one of these constituents. The monthly reports show the monthly average 
chromium levels for both the raw water (untreated) and the treated water. The chromium levels are well 
below the federal and state drinking water standards.


