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Texas Infrastructure Needs Serious
Improvements

When it comes to the state's bridges, roads and other
infrastructure like water and wastewater, Texas has
work to do, according to a national engineering
group.

The American Society of Civil Engineers gave Texas
a C-minus in its 2017 report card released Thursday.
In fact, water scored a D and wastewater scored a
D+. The report notes that catastrophic events like
Hurricane Harvey are a good reminder of the value of
infrastructure.

[LEARN MORE+]

Hurricane Harvey Relief Efforts

As many of our cities responded to the call to help
with Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts, NTMWD
also stepped up to assist. Some of our employees
were called in as part of the reserves or as first
responders, while others volunteered their time and
efforts. Even some of our board directors traveled to
Houston to assist people in need.

Additionally, NTMWD stood up a seven-person crew
with the Texas Emergency Management Assistance
Team (TEMAT) to provide support for Hurricane
Harvey recovery operations. We are proud of our
individual employees and board directors for their
efforts to help. NTMWD stands by ready to assist as
needed.

[READ MORE+]

Oct. 12: Imagine a Day Without
Water National Public Awareness
Campaign
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A single day without water would jeopardize $45
billion and eight days could put two million jobs at
risk. Water and its delivery systems run a lot more
than most Americans think or imagine, which is
why we the people can’t afford to take them for
granted. Learn and share all it takes to keep your
city’s faucets flowing.

[LEARN MORE+]

Emerging Issue: Microplastics in
Water

Recent national media coverage has raised
questions about microfibers and microplastics found
in some water sources. Here’s what we know about
this emerging environmental issue:

The EPA doesn’t currently regulate
microplastics or microfibers. There are no
standardized methods developed for testing
in water supplies.
NTMWD is in full compliance with federal
and state regulations and conducts over
250,000 water tests annually.
Studies show that over 90% of microplastics
are removed during the treatment process.
This is an environmental issue not limited to
water; microfibers are also found in the air
we breathe.

[READ MORE+]

National Chemistry Week -
October 22-28, 2017

For lab employee Kristen Suprobo, her job is far
more than just a source of income. It’s a way for her
to care for her family, friends and community in
Plano, Texas while using her knack for scientific
problem solving.

“Water is such an essential part of our lives," said
Kristen. "I’m proud do my part to ensure the quality
of our water so I know it’s safe for me and my kids
when we’re at home.”

[READ MORE+]

#EnergyAction Month

On September 1991, President George Bush
declared October as National Energy Awareness
Month, encouraging government and other
organizations to raise awareness of the importance of
sustainably managing the nation’s energy
resources.

You might be surprised just how much energy it
takes to treat and transport both our water and
wastewater. The number of pipes, pumps and lift
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stations needed to keep your water running is truly
amazing.

[READ MORE+]

Tours give cities up close look at
NTMWD facilities

On Sept. 8, NTMWD board directors from the cities
of Garland, Wylie, and Princeton along with the
McKinney city manager and assistant city manager
took a tour of two NTMWD regional wastewater
treatment plants. The first stop was the Wilson
Creek plant in Lucas and then on to the Rowlett
Creek plant in Plano to see how we manage
wastewater treatment in our large, fast-growing
region.

Our next tour is Oct. 12 at the water treatment
facilities in Wylie. City staff and officials are welcome
to attend. Reserve your spot now and learn more
about how water gets to your community.

RSVP NOW

Looking Ahead: Expanding Wetland
Programs, Amenities

The John Bunker Sands Wetland Center has
initiated a new strategic plan to expand offerings for
both students and visitors. Help our friends at the
Center make these goals a reality--invite your family
and friends for a special fundraiser on Oct. 28 at the
wetlands! Learn more and/or buy your tickets here.

[READ MORE+]

Applying Pre-Emergents for a
Healthy Lawn (WFAA Channel 8)

As summer comes to a close and the days get
shorter and cooler, remember to apply pre-
emergents to your lawn to prevent the germination of
weed seeds. Combined with fertilizer, you can keep
your lawn healthy throughout the winter and ready
for spring planting.

[READ MORE+]
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Pledge to Plant Smart Photo
Contest Winners

As part of the #PledgeToPlantSmart campaign,
NTMWD hosted a contest on social media to find the
best photos of native or adapted plants.

Followers were asked to take pictures of water-
efficient native or adapted plants in their landscaping.
The winning photos were both a picture of Turks Cap
taken by Helen Dulac and Kathryn Turner.

Thanks for participating and we hope you will
continue to #PledgeToPlantSmart!

[LEARN MORE+]

Toilet Tank Repair Month

Leaky faucets and shower heads are easy to spot
when they drip, but how do you know when a toilet
is leaking? Toilet leaks are silent wasters - often
going unnoticed for months or even years. October is
Toilet Repair Month, which makes it a great time to
check for leaky toilets and fix them.

[READ MORE +]

Huge Success for Newcomer's
Guide to Gardening in North Texas

The City of McKinney recently hosted the
Newcomer's Guide to Gardening in North Texas
event September 16. This is the second year of the
event, previous events were hosted by the Collin
County Master Gardeners, the City of Frisco, and
the City of Allen.

The event included a series of short lectures focused
on gardening and which types of water-efficient
plants are successful in North Texas soil. More than
200 people attended. Speakers included Texas A&M
AgriLife horticulturalists, Dr. Greg Church, Patrick
Dickinson and Daniel Cunningham. Other speakers
included Gail Donaldson, Water Conservation
Manager at City of Allen, and master gardener Bryan
More from Texas Pure Products and Nancy Payne
from Habitat Landscapes. The event will be repeated
March 3,2018.

[WATCH VIDEO+]
[LEARN MORE+]

Upcoming Events

Sep. 23 (Garland)
Live Well Go Green Expo

Sep. 24 (Princeton)
5th Annual Lake Lavon Clean-Up

Oct. 10 (Irving)
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Field Technicial Training

Oct. 12 
Imagine A Day Without Water

Oct. 12 (Wylie)
Wylie Water Treatment Plant Tour
Could your city staff, council members, or Citizen’s
Academy benefit from the chance to explore how we
treat and test your water? Join us for a tour of the
District’s water facilities.

Oct. 21 (McKinney)
Trinity Trash Bash

Oct. 28 (Seagoville)
Wings Over the Wetland

IN THE NEWS

Over 100 attend NTMWD contractor workshop for Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir (North Texas e-
News)
Water rates pay for #MoreThanWater (Star Local Media - Allen)
Plastic fibers found in tap water around the world, study reveals (The Guardian)
Harvey floods left Houston water plant hours away from failure (CBS News)
Development Burdens North Texas Utility, May Lose Permit Next Week (Water Online)
Texas Water Development Board today approved financial assistance totaling $16.8 million for water
and wastewater system projects (Texas Water Development Board)
VERIFY: How realistic is zero waste? (WFAA)
Mike Crist resigns as mayor (The Anna Melissa Tribune)
Brief: Forney City Council meeting, Sept. 5 (Forney.com)
Social media and TV news suggest link between his utility's water and brain cancer. Here's what he did.
(AWWA)
Allen City Council OKs water, sewage rate increases (Allen American)
These DFW suburbs are among the country's best places to live (Dallas Business Journal)
Best places to live in America (Money Magazine)
McKinney wants to annex before December deadline (Dallas Morning News)
Eye-popping Crystal Lagoon's developers are prepping Lake Ray Hubbard site and considering Prosper
(Dallas Morning News)
Frisco to vie for Amazon’s second headquarters (Community Impact News)
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