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Annual Chlorine Maintenance
Begins Feb. 26 to Protect Water
Quality

NTMWD will conduct its annual 28-day chlorine
maintenance for the Wylie, Tawakoni, and
Bonham water transmission systems and
customers' distribution systems from Feb. 26 -
Mar. 26 to optimize water quality. For more
information, check our news release and fact sheet.

[NEWS RELEASE +]

[FACT SHEET +]

WFAA: Winter Watering Tips

How has your yard handled the recent cold snap?
Proper watering, as well other simple methods for
plant choice and protection, can help your winter
landscaping survive when the temperatures tumble.
Check out these tips from horticulturalist Patrick
Dickinson and our own water conservation expert
Denise Hickey on the most recent segment on
WFAA Channel 8.

[READ MORE +]

[WATCH VIDEO +]

CBS 11: Collin County Experiencing
Explosive Growth

Take a look around at all the construction in our cities
and it’s no surprise why Collin County is
experiencing explosive growth. As businesses
relocate and our economy booms, our population is
rapidly growing - creating a greater need for essential
services.

"It's really not about the buildings," said Plano
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Mayor Harry LaRosiliere. "It's about the people that
they bring and the quality it adds to our
communities." Hear more in this video on the
growth of Collin County from CBS 11.

[WATCH VIDEO +]

Water Conservation/Water
Resource & Emergency
Management Plan Updates

The Texas Water Development Board requires water
providers, including cities with 3,300 or more
connections, to submit an updated plan Water
Conservation/Water Resource and Emergency
Management Plan every five years. This gives water
providers an opportunity to add additional water
management strategies, and remove or amend the
water management strategies that perhaps did not
work as intended. Updated plans are due by May 1,
2019.

[LEARN MORE +]

NTMWD closely monitors our water supply to
determine when the Water Resource and
Emergency Management Plan should be
implemented.

Water Conservation During La Nina

The National Weather Service is predicting that
this will be a La Nina year - a weather pattern that
typically provides less than average precipitation.
Less rain means less runoff to replenish our water
sources. Combine with increased temperatures and
we have greater evaporation loss in our lakes. It is
critical to maintain water supplies for public health
and sanitation and for fire suppression.

When the weather is hot and dry, water usage will
increase. The best way to manage this is to reduce
peak demands in hot months like July, August and
September. Tools like WaterMyYard can help. In
2017, the WaterMyYard tool only recommended
supplemental watering for 14-21 weeks across the
region. For more information on water efficiency and
drought management, check out these sources:

[NTMWD LAKE LEVELS +]

[NORTH TEXAS WATER IQ +]

[DROUGHT MONITOR +]

[WATER DATA FOR TEXAS +]

[TCEQ DROUGHT RESPONSE +]

TWDB Water Loss Audit & Leak
Detection Workshop

On Monday, March 19, NTMWD will host the
Texas Water Development Board’s Water Loss Audit
and Leak Detection Workshop. The workshop will
provide water suppliers the opportunity to learn about
how water loss audits can help them implement
effective water loss control programs, how to use
TWDBs online data collection system to submit
audits and how to successfully account for water use
and loss. Licensed water operators can also earn 4
hours of continuing education credits.

[READ MORE +]
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EPA Live, Save, Love campaign

Help your apartment or condo dwellers save water
this February with Live, Save, Love promotion from
the EPA WaterSense program. This handy guide
offers water savings opportunities to apartment and
condo property managers and residents. Share this
helpful guide filled with tips on how to save water in
multi-family building units (bathrooms,
kitchens/laundry, landscaping, and
mechanical systems), a water score ranking
comparison, and EPA 1-100 Water Score tools to
assist managers in determining their water score.

EPA Grant Funding Available

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
announced that up to $3 million in funding for
locally-focused environmental education is available
through the 2018 EE Local Grant Program.
Requests for Proposals can be found on
grants.gov and are due March 15.

[LEARN MORE +]

Texas Water Development Board
SWIFT funding

The application period for the fourth cycle of SWIFT
funding closes on Feb. 2. The Texas Water
Development Board recently approved over $16.7
million to the Greater Texoma Utility Authority on
behalf of the City of Princeton (Collin County) for
water system improvements. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to secure water infrastructure funding for
your city.

[LEARN MORE +]

NTMWD to participate in First Lego
League regional championships

NTMWD is participating in the First Lego League
Annual Regional Championship hosted by the Perot
Museum on Feb. 3 at the Parish Episcopal School
in Farmers Branch. This year’s theme is hydro-
dynamics - how we find, transport, use, or dispose of
water.

Our outreach team will be there to share educational
materials about water conservation, Defend Your
Drains and watershed protection. Mascots Otis the
Otter and Bob the Bobcat will be available for
photos with families and students at the event. The
Wetland Center will also participate to share their
educational resources. The event is open to the
public and approx. 3000 people are anticipated to
attend, including many teams from our Member City
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schools.

[LEARN MORE +]

Celebrate National Engineers Week,
Feb. 18-24

National Engineers Week is a great time to
showcase the exciting projects our engineers work
on and the value those projects bring to our
communities. We are especially proud of our
engineering team as they gear up for a very busy
year with the largest Capital Improvement
Program in NTMWD history. Engineers Week,
#EWEEK2018, is Feb. 18-24. Introduce a Girl to
Engineering Day is on Feb. 22, a special day to
encourage more girls to enter the field and become
the engineers of tomorrow.

[LEARN MORE +]

Mini Conference for the
Advancement of Science Teaching
(CAST)

The Conference for the Advancement of Science
Teachers (CAST) will be holding a mini-conference
at West Mesquite High School on Saturday, Feb.
17. Mini-CAST is a great opportunity to interact with
local educators about the programs our cities offer to
support their curriculum. The Texas Chapter of the
American Water Works Association (TAWWA) will
have a table and other organizations can reserve a
table (for a small fee) to share information with
teachers during the exhibit portion of the event.

[LEARN MORE +]

Wetland Ecology Class Available
for Teachers

World Wetland Day on Feb. 2 is a great time to tap
into educational resources at the John Bunker Sands
Wetland Center. Their TEKS-based Wetland Ecology
class gives students the opportunity to become
citizen scientists and learn all about the wetland in a
fun, interactive way. Contact the staff to learn how
teachers can bring wetland ecology to their students.

[LEARN MORE +]

[WORLD WETLAND DAY +]

Newcomer's Guide to Gardening in
North Texas Returns

On March 3, the City of McKinney will once again
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host the Newcomer's Guide to Gardening in North
Texas. This exciting workshop is perfect for residents
who are new to Texas, new to gardening, or want to
learn how to be a successful gardener.

Last year's event was packed so spread the word.
Speakers include horticulturalists, master gardeners
and water experts from across North Texas on a
variety of topics.

[LEARN MORE +]

Project Pipeline

Don’t miss out on all the latest information about the
many projects we have across the District. Sign up
for our quarterly newsletter, Project Pipeline, and
follow along as we work towards fulfilling the largest
Capital Improvement Program in NTMWD
history.

[SIGN UP NOW +]

[LATEST ISSUE +]

What's Happening Around NTMWD?

Feb. 2: World Wetlands Day
Feb. 3: Beginner and Advanced Bird Tours (JBS Wetland Center)
Feb. 3-4: AgriLife’s Be Your Own Landscape Designer Workshop (Dallas)
Feb. 3: First Lego League Hydro-Dynamics Challenge (Dallas)
Feb. 8: Webinar: Using Mobile Technology to Communicate with Water Customers
Feb. 10: Free Trees Event (Plano)
Feb. 10: Turf Talk: How to Grow a Healthy Lawn (Allen)
Feb. 14: Lookout Drive Transfer Station Ribbon Cutting (Richardson)
Feb. 15: Water Treatment Plant Tour (only open for city officials and staff)
Feb. 15: Green Seminar: Build a Rain Barrel (McKinney)
Feb. 17: Spring Into Vegetable Gardening
Feb. 17: Going Beyond Camera Phones Workshop (JBS Wetland Center)
Feb. 22: Grow Your Own Vegetables (Forney)
Feb. 22: NTMWD Board of Directors Meeting
Feb. 24: Made for the Shade: Shade Gardening (Allen)
Feb. 26 - Mar. 2: National Invasive Species Week
Feb. 27 - Mar. 1: FEMA Basic Public Information Officer Training (Wylie)
Mar. 3: Newcomer’s Guide to Gardening in North Texas (McKinney)
Mar. 19: Water Loss Audit Workshop (Wylie)

IN THE NEWS

Legislative, Regulatory Outlook 2018 (Water World)
Texas added more people than any other state in past year (Dallas Business Journal)
Texas still the top spot for relocations (Dallas Business Journal)
Plano Named #1 Best Place in the South to Relocate Your Headquarters (SB&D Magazine)
Sources: Frisco to develop park bigger than Dallas'  Fair Park (Dallas Business Journal)
High-end green home community planned for Frisco would cover roofs with native plants
(Dallas Morning News)
Developments taking McKinney to the next level (Community Impact News)
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Growing Pains Hit Wylie As Proposed Road Widening Is Announced (NBC 5)
Bonham Economic Development Corporation staff ranks 2017 Top Ten Accomplishments
(North Texas eNews)
$16,710,000 to the Greater Texoma Utility Authority on behalf of the City of Princeton (Collin
County) for water system improvements (Texas Water Development Board)
Sachse to implement new stormwater utility fee (North Texas e-News)
5 Texas garden trends you'll see in 2018 (Dallas Morning News)
Silicon Valley elites are spending $60 for less than 3 gallons of dangerous, unfiltered water
— and it's flying off the shelves (Business Insider)
Mountains of waste could lead to new U.S. manufacturing, jobs (North Texas e-News)
The nation’s rivers and streams are getting dangerously saltier (The Washington Post)
NASA, university study shows rising seas slowed by increasing water on land (North Texas
e-News)
Mad Max Scenario: Cape Town Will Run Out Of Water In Just 90 Days (Forbes)
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