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WASTEWATER COLLECTION
Used water is piped from homes 
and businesses to treatment plant.

SCREENING
removes large objects 
like rocks and twigs.

ODOR CONTROL
is incorporated throughout the 
steps of treatment process.

PRIMARY CLARIFICATION
removes materials that naturally fall to the 
bottom and skims off contaminants that float.

SOLIDS PROCESSING
Excess water removed from solids 
collected before transporting in 
covered trucks to landfill.

SEDIMENTATION
separates the solid particles (including the 
microorganisms) from the clean water which 
continues through the treatment process.

AERATION
uses tanks of micro-organisms to 
consume organic matter, breaking it 
down into carbon dioxide and clean water.

FILTRATION
flows water through sand 
or cloth filters to remove 
remaining fine particles.

DISINFECTION
uses chlorine or ultraviolet 
light to treat the water for 
remaining bacteria or viruses.

TESTING & DISCHARGE
Testing throughout the process ensures the 
water being discharged into our waterways 
protects public health and the environment.

7 Steps to Clean Water


