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When the crippling winter weather event brought much of the region to a freezing halt in midFebruary, employees of the North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) pulled together and
worked to maintain essential services.
NTMWD employees who are responsible for providing safe, reliable drinking water, wastewater
treatment and solid waste disposal worked long hours to make sure operations continued
throughout the storm. NTMWD employees faced the numerous challenges with courage and put
service before self.

#PledgeToPlantSmart contest winner
Spring is officially here, and we’re celebrating the natural beauty of
Texas. Last month's #PledgeToPlantSmart photo contest
encouraged North Texas residents to make a positive difference in
water conservation by planting native and adapted plants. From
March 1 - 22, nearly 6,000 plant enthusiasts voted for their favorite
native or adapted Texas plant or landscapes. The District salutes all
participants who honored their pledge to plant smart, and
congratulates the following photo contest winners, who generated a
total of 4,079 votes!
First place winner: Mary Arulandu
Second place winner: Sirisha Tenneti
Third place winner: Madhuri Vadlamani

A view from above Bois d'Arc Lake
Watch this month's construction progress on Bois d'Arc Lake
including a look back at the impact from the historic winter storm in
February. This informative monthly video series has been
recognized with the prestigious Watermark Award from the Texas
Section of the American Water Works Association (TXAWWA) and
the Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT) in the
Multimedia: Video and Photography category. The drone video for
the series is captured by Freese and Nichols, program manager for
the project, and then produced and edited by NTMWD. Winners
were honored at the annual Texas Water awards virtual ceremony
held April 1.

Reminder: Annual maintenance ended March 29
On Monday, March 29, 2021, we converted our water treatment
process back to chloramines for secondary disinfection. It will take a
few days to for the chloraminated water to reach all cities and the far
reaches of the system we serve. Our operations team continues
working closely with cities to keep them informed.Visit
NTMWD.com/SafeWater for more details and helpful resources.

Preventive maintenance key to asset life cycle
NTMWD's Asset Risk Manager, Joel Nickerson recently updated the
Wastewater Committee on the status of the wastewater asset
management program. The program encompasses initiatives that
cover maintenance and reliability, asset list and attributes, tracking
assets over their life, risk scoring and life cycle cost projections. With
an emphasis on preventive maintenance, the District has seen a
reduction in emergency and repair work and an increase in
maintenance productivity. By tracking assets over their life, staff are
able to develop a maintenance history to estimate needs and see
progress. Learn more about our wastewater system which
encompasses 226+ miles of large-diameter pipelines, 23 lift stations,
and 13 wastewater treatment plants.

Smart Planting Tips

Visit SmartScape gardens

If we learned anything over the last year, it’s
to expect the unexpected. While we were
predicted to have a warmer-than-average
winter, most didn't expect the
‘snowmageddon’ we faced in February.
As homeowners and businesses look to
replace landscape that suffered from the
historic winter storm and prepare for spring,
read these tips on how to plant smart and use
water efficiently in the process:

Now that Spring is here, it's the perfect time
to get outdoors and work on gardens and
landscapes. As part of the Texas
SmartScape™ mission to help to promote
education on pollution prevention through
efficient and effective water use, they have
compiled a list of gardens around the DallasFort Worth area open to the public that
demonstrate SmartScape principles. Make
plans to visit these gardens for inspiration or
to just enjoy the beauty of nature.

Spring at the Wetland Center

TCEQ announces new blog

"Spring is the time of plans and projects"
according to Leo Tolstoy. The John Bunker
Sands Wetland Center wants to remind you
that Spring is also the time for fun runs, bird
tours, story time, wild edibles foraging,
wetland exploration, evening events and
much more. Take a look at their calendar to
find just the right program or event to put a
spring in your step.

The Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) is the environmental agency
for the state with nearly 3,000 employees
dedicated to the goal of clean air, clean water,
and the safe management of waste. TCEQ
oversees or regulates many things the public
may be aware of, such as boil water notices
and air permits, but they are also involved in
other areas less widely known. In March,
TCEQ launched a new blog - "We Were
Wondering..." - intended to help the public
gain a better understanding of their work and
how they carry out their mission. They also
explain complex topics using everyday
language and highlight numerous individuals
pouring their hearts into their careers.

Happy update: Wetland Center Staff
observed the Eagles involved in nesting and
incubation behavior at a new nest site. While
there is no firm date for incubation period,
they have estimated a possible hatch date for
the latter half of this month.
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