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North Texas Municipal Water District Receives EPA Acceptance of 
the Bois d’Arc Lake Watershed Protection Plan 

WYLIE, TX – May 23, 2022:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently accepted the North 
Texas Municipal Water District’s (NTMWD) Bois d’Arc Lake Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) as 
meeting the agency’s guidelines for watershed-based plans. The Bois d’Arc Lake WPP outlines a 
strategy to implement management measures that will help improve and protect water quality in the 
watershed. 

“Acceptance of this plan is a result of collaboration between NTMWD, Texas A&M Texas Water 
Resources Institute and watershed stakeholders,” said David Cowan, NTMWD Watershed Manager.  
“We received valuable input in the development of the plan from local residents, agricultural 
producers, business and industry representatives, city and county personnel, as well as other 
interested parties.” 

These stakeholders, along with representatives from state and federal agencies, participated in a 
number of meetings of the Bois d’Arc Lake Watershed Partnership in 2021 to help shape the final plan. 
Healthy watersheds help reduce erosion and act as a filter to capture sediment and pollutants before 
they enter water bodies. Maintaining healthy watersheds is vital for the protection of aquatic 
environments and water sources, including Bois d’Arc Lake. 

“We want to thank these stakeholders and our agency partners for their commitment and 
contributions to protect Bois d’Arc Lake, our region’s newest water resource,” said Cowan.  

Construction of the lake is ongoing. Once completed, the 16,641 acre reservoir will be an essential 
source of water supply for 2 million residents in North Texas. Routine water quality monitoring 
indicated that two waterways in the watershed, Bois d’Arc Creek and Honey Grove Creek, are impaired 
due to elevated levels of bacteria. A key goal of the Bois d’Arc Lake WPP is to address these 
impairments and ensure the new lake maintains good water quality.  

“With EPA acceptance of the plan, certain management measures identified in the WPP are now 
eligible for nonpoint source grant funding,” said TJ Helton, Nonpoint Source Management Program 
Administrator for the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  
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“NTMWD will continue to work with members of the Bois d’Arc Lake Watershed Partnership to apply 
for grants and begin implementation of the plan,” added Cowan. The Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality solicit Clean Water Act Nonpoint 
Source Grant applications annually. 

More information on the Bois d’Arc Lake Watershed Protection Plan is available at 
www.boisdarclake.org/watershed or by contacting David Cowan at (469) 626-4416 or 
dcowan@ntmwd.com. 

 
### 

 
About Bois d’Arc Lake 
Bois d’Arc Lake is the first major reservoir to be built in Texas in over 30 years. Located in Fannin County, 
the lake is owned and operated by the North Texas Municipal Water District. While the lake’s primary 
purpose is to provide drinking water to one of the fastest growing regions in the country, it will also offer 
future water recreation and outdoor activities. 

 
About NTMWD 
The North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) was created in 1951 as a special district of the state. Today, 
NTMWD is a regional wholesale provider of water, wastewater, and solid waste disposal services for approximately two 
million residents across 10 counties – a service territory covering 2,200 square miles. With an annual operations budget 
of $570 million and 900 employees, NTMWD serves up to 80 communities with drinking water, more than 1.4 million 
people with wastewater collection and treatment, about 930,000 people with waste management services, and operates 
one of the largest advanced water treatment plants with a capacity of 876 million gallons per day. 
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